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| What Branches of our Trade the French are; or are not, our Rivals in, farther Examin'd into. 


They are not our Rivals in their own Manufactures, but we are their Rivals there, as in Silk, 


Paper, Linen, &c.. 
We have quite beaten 
Wrought Glafs, Hats, Gloves, &c. 


them out’ of fome of their ancient Manufactures, as of Wrought Iron, 


| Wrought Silks we Rival them in to fuch a Perfection, as that the Duties which are to remain by 


the Treaty being preferved, there is no reafon to fesr ‘our lofing that Manufacture again ... 


The French do not Rival. ws to any degree worth 


A 


amt 


in the. African and Eaft-India-Trade. 


The Dutch wow bay our Haft-India-Goods at the Sale, and fend them to France, which Trade 


ought to be our own. 


' 


They do Rival us in our Woollen-Manufactures aad Shipping. The Reafons of it, and the 


way to prevent tts 





HE prefent Enquiry is in what Branches of 
our Commerce the French are, or are not 
our Rivals. ' 


. That they are not our Rivals in our Silk, Paper and 
Linen-Manufastures; is explaiivd in the laft MF R- 


-C ATOR, and that on the contrary we are their Ri- 


vals in thofe Manufaétures ; and the MERCATOR 
lay'd down this as a Maxim, viz. That take Trade in 
general: we have made much greater Encroachmeunts on 
the French Manufactures than they have ou ours. 


This is evident in that we have quite beaten them 
out of fome of their Manufgciures, not only as to their 
Sale here, but in other Countries, nay even in their 
own; fo that fome of thofe very Goods which we 
bought of chem formerly, they buy of us now: Fur 
Example, Wrought Iron, fach as Cizars, Razors, and 
all kinds of Edg’d-Tools, of which formerly the French 
were efteem/’d the beft; alfo all kind of Toys of Wrought 
Tron and Brafs, viz. Locks and Keys, Clock-work, and 
the like, of which formerly great Quantities were 
brought from France into England, Sheers, &c. now 
the French buy them fromus. The like is to be faid of 
Glafs-Wares, as well fmall Glafs-Ware as Plare-Glafs, 
and of which we feud great Quantities now to France 
it felf; whereas formerly we bought all our own Plate- 
Glafs from France og hraly. . And as to our Window- 
Glafs, or Crown-Glafs we had it all from Normandy, 
and now we make it allhere. The fame thing is to be 
faid of our Hats and Gioves. 

f 

Come we next to our Wrought Silks; what a Per- 
feétion we are arriv’d- to in our Broad-weaving, every 
one knows? Nor can-the French ever break in upon 
us again, tho’ the Treaty of Commerce takes off fome 


' a: VF . 

Duties, becaufe fo many remains, that the Difference 
will be too great for the Marker''to be open. to them, 
and our Advantages too many té-be out done by the 
French, ‘which the Mércérs themfelves have ackfow- 
ledged. ‘ —— 

, Ll bert ) boa { So0 ove 

And were the Dutch but to leave off the puteing Al- 
lamodes and Luftrings tipo us by private clandeftine 


Trade, we fhould: have no reafon ‘to fear their being 


brought in upon us by the French, even the Weavers 
themfelves ickiriowhidedsd, that the Duties on Frepch 
Allamodes and Luftrings, as left on by the Treaty, were 
fufficient to ftop their Importation, “and Judicious Men 
arc of like Opinion as to the other Wrought Silks: But 
if no Act of Parliamene were to’ pafs till the Crowd 
and Clamours of every me were put to Silence, 
we might very well fuppofe Trade fhould obtaiti no 
Eftablithment at all. . | 


It is not fufficient therefore for'a fingle Oppofer to 
fay, The Duties left upon thefe Goods in which we 
imitate the French are not fufficient to check the Im- 
ortation, feeing it is the reafon of the Cafe, and the 
Jucigthetti of Parliament which muft determine thofe 
Queftions. We fay’ it is fofficient, and there feeins to 
be fach Reafons-to prove it, that cannot be withft6oa 
but by Clamour and Violence. This the © pofers 
know, and therefore Clamour and Violence they. flie 
to, and’indeed they have improvd it to the tition: | 


Ie is pretended by fome, that the French are our Ri- 
vals in the African and Eaft-India Trades. « : 


‘In the African Trade, they are able to do {3 fittle as 
i$ not worth the Name of a Rival, unlcfs our’fupine 
Negligence in thot Tritde tontintes to give it Up, to 
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every one that will take a fhare of the Spoil. It is true, 
gli has beent too much the Cafe, and we have feem’d 

** . ‘. 4 i * 
“2e-caft_ away that Trade from us for any one_to take 








tereft of oiit Countty, and but manage the 
Pi rade ast ought to be, need not be.anxi- 
ousa@bout what the Fr can do § 


leafes: But if we pleafe to open our a and 


usin Afr ae | he. 


” 


Ve . 7} 2 go 
Co ha Long S 
PRED fa is indeed fomething myflerious, that the very fame 


~J2People who are againft our Opening the Comfijerce 
with France, are the Men who have all along oppofed 
the Eftablifhing the Trade to Africa in fuch a manner as 


alone would preferv ae Paha fo re 
they complain of Re ee ents 24 Pand, 
they are the Mert that hat ‘dour to 


French Encroachments on the other Hand, of which 
the African Company are a Melancholy but unan{wera- 
ble Teflimony, as in its time may appear. 


_ As to :the EaftIndia Tradej the French haye ever 
‘ dowe a tittle in it, but never‘any “thing confiderable ; 

Nor are they able to do any thing there fo confiderable 
...as.to give us any juft reafonto be uneafy, having no 
Settlements in India, or Factories there fufticient to car- 
ry on any confiderable Trade.“ 





But were it true, that the French were pufhing into 
. the Eaft-India Trade with any Profpeé of encreafing it, 
this does not relate to our prefent Treaty of Commerce 
either one way or other, or to the Argument in Hand, 


for this they.did.before the late War, as much, or per- — 


haps more than ever they have done fince. 


And notwithftanding all they, can do that. way, and 
all their Prohibitions of Eaft-India Goods, we fee the 
Dutch run vaft: Quantities of Eaft-India Goods into 
France, even naw, when we, by our own Party Obfina- 
cy; endeavour to fhuc our felyes out of it. 


And this is_ manifeftly the Reafon why the Dutch, 
Since.they have had-the French Trade and we ‘are exclu- 
ded, have bought fuch a prodigious Quantity of Cal- 
licoes, Muflins, Eaft-India Silks, Tea and other Goods 
pmelo England, asthe like was never heard-of be- 
ore, for till now their own Importation of thefe Goods 

Re ed them mer all their. Demands, both for foreign 
~“Commiffions and. home Confumption, nay, we have 
‘ufually had great Quantities of .Tea, fine Muflins, and 
other Goods priyately brought in from Holland, whereas 
in Four Days, fince the laft Eaft-India Sale began, there 
have been Exported to Holland from London the fol- 
lowing Goods ;° eae oe Leak iol 

93313 Pieces of Callicoes and Muflins, 

19263 Pieces of Silksand Stuffs mix’d with Silk or Herta, 

17645 lb. weight of Tea; , 

+ , Befides China-Ware, Coffee and Drugs, 

i y Man fhould Queftion whether the Dutch buy 
the Good s for France or no; they may, upon the 
Jeaft Enquiry, have Satisfaction in that Point; bar, in 
the meain time, let them tell us, what but the, opening 
fuch a new Trade can make fich anew and fudden De- 
mafid, which we do not find the Dutch had'betore + 
Nor has there been any ftop of the Importation: of 
thofe Goods on their Side, their Eaft-India Ships have 
come: duly heme, apd the Quantities of Goods they 
broughr have been as large as every) They have opened 
fio new Commerce, burthat, of France, and it is, plain 
all thefe Goods Are, Rought by the, Durch ro fend. to 
France ; Why we might not have fent them Qurfelves, 
and have liad the full. benefit of ,our; Trade, .thathis a 
Queftion for our Prefesvers of , Trade to anfwer, if 
they cal, . yy 


We now come to what the French do really Rival us 
in, and, as well as theycan, make Enicroachments upon 
us by; And this is principally, ~ ,: ) 

(1.) Tn our Woollen, Manufatures ; And, 

(2.) In our Navigation. 

What progrefs they have made, by what means, and 
under what Aan witha and Encouragements, and 
how we ought to act to prevent it in both thcfe, is the 
prefent Cafe before us. ' 


Thac the French, as well ds they, arc at Cy BO asivae 
our Woollen Manufaftures, and by their Jadufiry and 
our National Madnefs, have made too great a Progrefs 
in thgle Manufactures, is not-oaly grant to wbe true 
But was never denyed by the on (OR, 
\ But the MERCAT OR-co ends, that this neither 
could have been done without the moft unaccountable 
Folly on our Side, by which we have in a furprizing 


“Ymanner been Agents in our own Misfortunes, have put 
“our helping Hand to the Induftry of the Enemy, and 


have aflifted them, in a moft unnatural manner, to make 


igfe advances. which ade in the faid Wooi- 
fer adit, nog bh CF hil more provoking 
unk Of, it ‘con n the Advantage of the 


French, unlefs we continue to a& with the fame pre- 
pofterous Councils and Meafures as we have done, for 
their Encouragement. 


Thefe unaccountable Meafuyres,of Ours, by which th 
Frenchyhave raifed their Manufaétures to ack a deatee, 
are as follows: : 

1. Our foolifhly prohibiting our own Trade, and, con- 
trary to the Nature of the thing, refufing to let our own 
Maniufaftures go’ into France, even while they were 
allowed there, where, by their Goodnefs and Cheapnefs 
they would haye always been a Difcouragement to the 
French in the Infancy of their Undertakings, and would 
confequently have prevented the Improvements they may 
fince have made. Re, , 

2. Our continuing on the moft trifling ill-grounded 
Pretences, to refufe the extending our own Manufatures 
and letting our Woollen Goods be admitted into Fraice, 
where the Duties upon them are now, by the Treaty LF 
Commerce, to be reduced to Ten per Cent., except on 
Broad-Goth and Seéges only, and which admitting of our 
Goods, if it were faffered to take place, would foon 
fink and confgund-the French Manufactures, as. appears 
by the Demand there is now in France for our Manu- 
factures, notwithftanding the intolerable Duties of Ten 
per Cent. which-are ‘now upon them. ote, 

_3. The continued open carrying of Wooll into 
Frauce, both from Britain and Ireland, which, if ic 
could be once effectually’ prevented, would be a Mortal 
Wound to the French Manufacturing. 


Thefe are the ways, and thefe only. by which the 
French are made our Rivals in, the Woollen Many- 
factures; and the MERCATOR aftirms, thit till 
thefe are-removed they will Rival,us, and that the remo- 
ving thefe Caufes is the only way to, prevent it. 





From the Cuftom-Houfe. 


| Exported. to France i” Four Days, 
March 1g. to March 23. 


200 Goads Cotton 
12 Spanifh Cloths 
52 Stuffs 
‘ . 2 Minikin Bays 
3 C. Wrought Iron 
1 C. Haberdathery 
1 Clock ’and Cafe 
§6 Ib. Wrought Brafs 
15176 lb. Cottdn Wooll 
» + 19 €,. Ox Hair . 
5 C. Books 
18 Ton 4 C. Block Tin 
28 Fodder'5 C. Lead 
5 Ton 15 C. Allom 
4 Ton Faftick - 
4 Ton 1§C. Corants 
2 Ton 15 C. Copperas 
329 Gallons Canary 
1403 Glafs Bottles 
1°8200 Ib. Virginia Tobacco 
10 Ton Nicoraga Wood 
3 Ton 6 C. Logwood 
2 Ton 2 C. Cheefe 
100 Firkins Butter | , 
250 1b. Painters Colours 
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